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A Message from the Executive Director

Dear Friends, 

As has been the case for so many, this past year 

at RUACH certainly didn’t follow our well-laid 

plans. But we tapped into RUACH’s stores of 

ingenuity and relied on the generosity and 

support of our community, so that through the 

turmoil—even when our original plans were no 

longer possible—we were able to advance  

our mission. 

This year, we successfully launched our first-

ever virtual music program, The Composer and 
Spirituality: A Musical Investigation, featuring the world-renowned Jonathan Leshnoff. We 

adapted our cornerstone program, Project: VITAL, to an online format so that we could 

continue reaching young people with arts and values education. We welcomed a new 

Program Coordinator, Jeremy Borouchoff, who brings fresh energy and perspective to 

our team. And we re-focused our program framework to better reflect the work we do 

and the impact we intend to make well into the future. 

The arts are essential for human thriving and for helping to bring us through difficult 

times like these. Thank you to all those who supported our 2019-20 program year and to 

all those who plan to continue supporting the arts when we need you most. 

All My Best, 

Joshua Richman 

RUACH Founder and Executive Director



About RUACH RU-ACH n\roo-akh/ a Hebrew word meaning spirit, wind, or breath

R UACH is a Jewish arts and music 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to awaken     

    creativity through arts enrichment rooted in Jewish values and the rich cultural diversity of 

Sherman Park. Since 2004, RUACH has grown to provide creative arts opportunities, set against a 

Jewish backdrop, to diverse Greater Milwaukee residents, particularly those who are  

traditionally underserved. 
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Say Hello to RUACH’s New Program Coordinator!

RUACH is thrilled to introduce the newest addition to our staff,  

      Program Coordinator Jeremy Borouchoff. Jeremy joined 

RUACH in Spring 2020, just before statewide COVID-19 shutdowns 

took hold.  He has been instrumental in RUACH’s transition to virtual 

programming, and was especially critical in bringing The Composers  
and Spirituality program featuring Jonathan Leshnoff seamlessly 

into your home. Jeremy brings to RUACH a tremendous range of 

experience and education, having trained extensively in both music 

and business, and having worked professionally as a solo guitarist, 

bandleader, arts educator, and in a variety of roles for a number of 

nonprofits and private sector companies. When circumstances allow, 

we’re eager to introduce Jeremy in person to the RUACH community!  



2019-20 Program Overview

The 2019-20 Season in Review

Though the COVID-19 pandemic required us to postpone some programming in 2019-20, 

including, regrettably, the Sherman Park Arts Festival, we were still able to offer a robust slate 

of programs.

The Composer and Spirituality: A Musical Investigation

During August and September 2020, RUACH released its high-quality, virtual on-demand program, 

The Composer and Spirituality: A Musical Investigation, featuring the GRAMMY-Nominated, Orthodox 

Jewish composer, Dr. Jonathan Leshnoff. 

The well-received series also highlighted the tremendous talents of Jeanyi Kim (Associate 

Concertmaster (Acting 2nd Chair), Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra; Concertmaster, Milwaukee 

Musaik; Violinist, Philomusica Quartet), Stefanie Jacob (Founding pianist of the Wisconsin 

Conservatory of Music’s Prometheus Trio), and Wendy Richman (Renowned violist and member of 

the International Contemporary Ensemble). 

Students from Milwaukee Youth Symphony Orchestra (MYSO) contributed to an “Instrument 

Petting Zoo” by demonstrating their musical instruments. Featured programming in the  

series included:

• A Master Class with young composers and alumni from MYSO’s John Downey Creation Project, 
led by Dr. Leshnoff

• Interviews with Dr. Leshnoff, Ms. Kim, Ms. Jacob, and Ms. Richman

• The Main Concert Event, featuring a pre-concert talk and performances of Dr. Leshnoff’s 
compositions and works of composers who inspire him, including Beethoven and Shostakovich

• Instrument Petting Zoo sessions featuring 17 MYSO students and their instruments 

“I want to share with you how very special the Leshnoff series was. Its scope, variability, musical 

choices and personalities were so impressive. How fortunate were those of us who were able to 

partake of this very high-level offering. Thank you for making this available to all of us.”

-Barbara Grande, RUACH Board of Directors,  

Assistant Secretary



“It was an honor to be asked to perform this 

RUACH program featuring music of Jonathan 

Leshnoff as well as Ludwig van Beethoven. I 

got to learn wonderful new works, including 

his Chamber Concerto and Yiddish Suite as 

well as revisit the beloved “Spring” Sonata by 

Beethoven. Because the project happened 

during the time of COVID, everything 

was done virtually, which heightened my 

appreciation for in-person collaboration and 

connections we performers make with our 

audiences. I’m grateful the project turned out 

so well, and thanks to RUACH, hope we were 

able to provide the closest thing possible to 

a live concert experience for the community, 

during this time that the performing arts is so 

sorely missed.”

- Jeanyi Kim, Associate Concertmaster (Acting 
2nd Chair), Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra; 
Concertmaster, Milwaukee Musaik; Violinist, 
Philomusica Quartet

-
“The whole immersive Composer and 

Spirituality series exceeded my expectations.” 

– Program participant



2019-20 Program Overview

What Unites Us

RUACH, the Harry & Rose Samson Family Jewish Community Center (JCC), and  

     YES Connections, an initiative of Yeshiva Elementary School (YES), collaborated on this 

project which brought together Jewish families with young children, primarily from the West 

Side and North Shore, through the arts and Jewish learning.  In a world too often characterized by 

division, prejudice, and dislike or fear of the unknown, it is vitally important that Jewish people—

no matter their denomination or degree of observance—unite as one, sharing in commonalities, 

and respecting those with different approaches to Jewish life. Three community art sessions 

resulted in two collaborative installations created by artist-educator Sally Duback that are to hang 

at the JCC and YES. 

“We had a great time participating in the RUACH What Unites Us program this spring. Our girls love 

art projects, so having all the materials so thoughtfully put together and prepared made for a great 

experience. It was fun to hear all the different kids - of different Jewish backgrounds - participating 

and having fun together. Oftentimes we surround ourselves with families who go to the same 

synagogue, same school, live in the same neighborhood, etc. It was great to see there are Jewish 

kids all over Milwaukee, and that we can all get together and be creative and have fun together.”

-Mitch Nelles and Ellie Gettinger, What Unites Us program participants 

“Being part of the RUACH programs was great for our family. Our kids really enjoyed the activities, 

and we enjoyed meeting new people. It is so nice to have events where all the communities can 

come together.”

-Abie and Chani Eisenbach, What Unites Us program participants
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Final artwork assembled and created by professional 
artist-educator, Sally Duback, utilizing components 

collaboratively conceived and designed by  
What Unites Us program participants.



Core Partner Programs

Though abbreviated this year, we continued 

working with our valued Core Partners, Yeshiva 

Elementary School and Ovation Communities. 

Noteworthy programs, in addition to those 

listed elsewhere in this report, included RUACH 

Executive Director Josh Richman’s rehearsal 

and direction of a RUACH-YES Boys Choir 

for a successful January 2020 YES Banquet 

performance of a medley of popular Ari Goldwag 

songs. And, in partnership with the Jewish Home 

and Care Center Foundation, we continued 

the Yiddish Music Series from November 2019 

through February 2020, in the Helen Bader 

Center of Ovation Jewish Home. This program 

for residents with early- to mid-level Alzheimer’s 

and dementia featured Dr. Adam Margolis, Guy 

Fiorentini, Avi Gelfman, and Jeffrey Jeziorski as 

they performed Jewish and Yiddish music that 

movingly and effectively draws out long-time 

memories and feelings from audiences.

Recorders Play Jewish Music 

Prior to school shut-downs, fourth grade students 

at Yeshiva Elementary School once again 

participated in weekly school-day, group recorder 

lessons, taught by Mrs. Rochel Leah Fox, utilizing 

RUACH’s recorder method book, Recorders Play 

Jewish Music, authored by Mrs. Marty Fox.  The 

fact that Jewish children are able to play music 

from their own heritage makes this curriculum 

especially meaningful and impactful. Given the 

program’s success in its pilot phase, RUACH 

made significant headway in preparing to sell the 

curriculum more widely. We printed an updated 

edition of the book and created a video about 

the program that can now be found on RUACH’s 

website. We recently made our first sale to a 

Day School in Quebec, and are implementing our 

campaign to promote the program to more than 

800 schools throughout the United States. 

“I was fortunate to participate in the Boys Choir for last 

year’s YES banquet, led by Mr. Richman. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to receive direction in an area that I enjoy 

as well as to sing in a more organized fashion than we 

are used to. Based on the comments we received, it was 

clear that the event was enhanced by our performance 

and personally, I would love to have more of them. I think 

that these types of programs are good for the community, 

because they help to develop our creative abilities and to 

connect with Hashem (G-d).”

-Naftali Fox, YES Student and Boys Choir Participant

“I didn’t think we would have to practice the recorder for 

so long, but we did. It takes a lot! The recorder program is 

important so that the children can go home and show the 

parents how good they are. And in choir, the parents can see 

how well their children sing!”

-Chaim Smith, YES Student, Boys Choir Participant,  

and Recorder Class Participant

“I think the choirs were a great way to express your talents 

and be able to have fun at the same time.  One of the most 

amazing things about singing is that it’s a way to express 

yourself in more than words; song is about more than  

just words.”

-Aaron Tzvi Goldman, YES Student and Boys Choir Participant

2019-20 Program Overview



“The concerts I played as part of RUACH’s Yiddish Music Series were some of the high points of the 

year for me musically, particularly playing for the residents of the Bader Center. Music is something 

that connects to a person’s earliest memories and emotions; when people become lost in the fog of 

their brain, confused and scared, music can help them remember who they are, at least for a little 

while. Seeing a woman who never speaks singing along with us, brought back to her childhood by 

a Yiddish song, or having a resident teach us a “new” song (to us)...you can’t really put a price on 

that, but amazingly these were common experiences. I feel like my musical talent is a gift from the 

Creator, and at its best it’s a beacon of light in the world. I’m grateful to RUACH for providing the 

opportunities for me to share this gift with the community.”

-Guy Fiorentini, Yiddish Music Series musician; award-winning multi-instrumentalist, author,  

and music educator

Guy Fiorentini



2019-20 Program Overview

Project: VITAL Videos

We adapted one of RUACH’s foundational programs, Project: VITAL (Values In The Arts & Life), during 

summer 2020 to offer virtual lessons, created and led by Mrs. Gavi Slutzkin, that taught Jewish, 

yet universally appreciated values through the arts.  Approximately 25 Yeshiva Elementary School 4th-

8th graders participated in the four-session program featuring the following projects:

• Thank you cards for frontline workers at Ascension  

St. Joseph Hospital

• A Star of David color palette highlighting that distinct, unique  

elements can come together in unity to create a beautiful 

spectrum of color

• Canvas art emphasizing the significance of a positive mindset

• Imprint design underscoring the importance of using one’s 

interests, passions, and gifts to benefit the community

• RUACH plans to re-use these Project: VITAL videos for other 

outreach programming in Sherman Park during the remainder 

of the school year.

RUACH and Ascension St. Joseph Hospital personnel gather for a picture 

with thank you cards made through Project: VITAL. Back Row: Nancy Leahy, 

Nurse Practitioner, Community Services; Nicole Carver  

(RUACH Operations and Outreach Manager); Brenda Buchanan, RN, 

Community Services Front Row: Josh Richman (RUACH Executive Director); 

Kevin Kluesner (Chief Administrative Officer); O’Rell Williams, MD  

(Vice President of Medical Affairs); Alinx Thermidor (Chaplain)

Cards made through RUACH’s Project: VITAL 
program are displayed in the “Heroes Work 
Here” area at Ascension St. Joseph Hospital.



RUACH’s Program Framework

As much as 2020 has been a period of turmoil and difficulty, it has also presented so many of us the 

opportunity to reflect and adapt. At RUACH, we took this time to carefully examine the work we 

do and the impact we seek to have in our community. The result of this reflection is our new Program 

Framework, which encapsulates in the following four program categories the high-quality work we’ve 

always done, the areas in which we seek to grow, and what we see as the purpose of our efforts:

Being True to our Roots

More than fifteen years ago, RUACH emerged 

as a Jewish arts organization with the help of 

Congregation Beth Jehudah and the Helen Bader 

Foundation (today Bader Philanthropies). From the 

beginning, we focused on bringing arts opportunities 

to underserved populations within Milwaukee’s 

Jewish community, working with Yeshiva Elementary 

School (YES) and the Jewish Home and Care Center 

(today Ovation Communities) as our earliest, 

treasured partners. RUACH has provided young 

Orthodox Jewish children with subsidized, intensive, 

high-quality arts programming that is aligned with 

Halacha (Jewish Law). Prior to RUACH, these children 

had more limited access to arts activities that were 

affordable and delivered with this community’s 

unique religious needs in mind. RUACH has also long 

provided elderly residents at Ovation Communities 

with enriching Jewish arts experiences, including 

performances of traditional Jewish and Yiddish music 

that movingly draw out long-time memories and 

feelings from those with Alzheimer’s and dementia. 

Today, we remain committed to perpetuating 

meaningful, fruitful partnerships with both Yeshiva 

Elementary School and Ovation Communities, being 

true to our roots and setting the tone for the rest of 

our programming. 

An Open Tent
Hearkening back to Abraham and Sarah, “an open 

tent” refers to a structure (an inn, hotel, or in 

some interpretations, a shade-giving tree) that our 

forefather and foremother maintained to provide 

hospitality to guests. This structure is said to have 

had four open sides so that anyone could enter in. 

In this spirit, RUACH seeks to provide an open tent 

as we welcome, work with, and serve those beyond 

the Jewish community. Governed by Halacha (Jewish 

Law), we focus on the power of the arts as a universal 

language to join people of different backgrounds 

together in harmony. This is perhaps best represented 

through our work in Sherman Park, RUACH’s home, 

where a beautiful diversity of people live and work. 

The neighborhood is culturally rich and comprised 

of Orthodox Jewish, Black, and White non-Jewish 

residents who are significantly impacted by poverty 

and related educational, safety, and health care 

challenges.  Through the arts, we work to connect 

diverse people and organizations to create stronger, 

healthier, more vibrant communities.

“RUACH has contributed immeasurably to the life of our 

community, especially in developing appreciation for the arts in 

our children. It is critical that RUACH operate in the framework 

of Halacha (Jewish Law). Not only does it make it completely safe 

for us and our families, it also allows RUACH to truly express 

artistic talent. An Indian philosopher once wrote “I have on my 

table a violin string. It is free to move in any direction I like. If I 

twist one end, it responds; it is free. But it is not free to sing. So, I 

take it and fix it into my violin. I bind it and when it is bound, it is 

free for the first time to sing.”’  

-Rabbi Benzion Twerski, Congregation Beth Jehudah



RUACH’s Program Framework

Celebrating Jewish Creativity
Over the course of history, Jewish creativity has 

made a tremendous impact on the world of art 

and music. At RUACH, we know the importance 

of preserving the history and culture 

contained within these artistic expressions 

and sharing them widely. We offer high-quality 

performances and programs that celebrate 

Jewish artists, their creativity, and their 

contributions to an expansive artistic legacy, as 

well as Jewish themes embraced by non-Jewish 

artists. Arts experiences of this kind shouldn’t 

be limited to those who can afford them. Rather, 

young and old, rich and poor, Jewish and non-

Jewish, should have the opportunity to come 

together and experience Jewish music and arts 

traditions. For this reason, RUACH focuses 

on ensuring arts programs are accessible to 

traditionally underserved constituents.

More broadly, we bring these experiences to our 

community because we believe they are essential 

for human thriving.  Though the instinct may be to 

forget the arts during times of need and especially 

during tragedy like we’re experiencing today, the 

arts are an important part of what makes times like 

these tolerable and, perhaps especially, growthful. 

The arts nourish us when we are hungry for 

meaning and raise us up when despair surrounds 

us. They bring beauty when so much in life seems 

unseemly. The arts give us impetus to recognize 

the humanity in our neighbor and celebrate 

what is good in the world. We live in a time when 

people are isolated, spiritual connection is limited, 

and when our worlds have become narrow and 

confined. Now, in particular, RUACH can make 

connections among individuals where they’ve been 

lost. We can help revive emotion when our world 

seems dry and flat.  And we can enlarge people’s 

worlds once again with art infused with history, 

culture, and spirituality.

The Three Pillars

Through the universal language of the arts, we aim through this program area to lead those who are 

Jewish to a deeper connection with Jewish tradition and teachings and to expose those who are not 

familiar with Judaism to the rich beauty of Jewish heritage. To achieve this goal, we align programs in this 

category with the following three pillars of Jewish observance:

1. Emunah (“Belief in G-d”): This is the pillar upon which all else stands. We learn from the Sages that the entire 

Torah can be distilled down to this. 

2. Torah: The Five Books of the Hebrew Bible and their elaboration by the Sages, Torah is the encapsulation of 

G-d’s Wisdom.

3. Dveykus (“Clinging to G-d”): The goal of life, according to Jewish teachings, is to “cling” to and develop an 

intimate relationship with G-d, with a foundation in Emunah and Torah.

RUACH welcomes all to enjoy and participate in our Three Pillars programs, which provide yet another 
opportunity to come together and learn from one another. 



Upcoming Programs

RUACH’s Future Programming

RUACH has so much programming in store in 2020-21 and beyond! We will remain flexible in our  

   program delivery, offering virtual opportunities so that everyone in our community, especially 

those who are at the greatest risk, can access high-quality arts and arts education experiences. Some 

of the future programming we plan to offer includes:

Sherman Park Arts Festival — This annual Festival encourages unity through the arts among all those 

within the diverse Sherman Park neighborhood.

Sherman Park Arts Labs — RUACH will bring more intensive, year-long arts programming to partners 

in Sherman Park, with offerings that include a “Nigun Initiative” to teach young people about reading 

and composing music using Jewish melodies (“nigunim”), and the continuation of Project: VITAL.

Storytelling Initiative — In an effort to explore common ground in the diverse Sherman Park 

neighborhood, RUACH will delve into various forms of storytelling—including spoken word, theater, 

music, and visual arts—with audiences of all ages and backgrounds.

WhoseTorah: Retracing the Journey of G-d and Humanity Throughout History — Through theater, 

storytelling, and creative writing exercises based on and exploring Midrash, Torah, and Jewish 

History, RUACH plans to engage participants of all ages with important arts skills while also teaching 

about Jewish, universally appreciated values and lessons.

Journey Through Jewish Music — This program series featuring the acclaimed Amernet String 

Quartet will highlight selections of music with Jewish themes and by Jewish composers over the last 

150 years.

Recorders Play Jewish Music — RUACH will continue to sell its recorder method book, authored 

by Mrs. Marty Fox and featuring all Jewish melodies, to Jewish Day Schools and families across  

the country.

What Unites Us — RUACH plans to continue this program, which began in September 2019, in order 

to bring together diverse Jewish families, uniting as one, sharing in commonalities, and respecting 

those with different approaches to Jewish life.
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Thank you RUACH Donors

This list reflects pledges and gifts made between January 1, 2019 and October 19, 2020. We make every effort to be accurate and complete 

in these listings; however, mistakes do sometimes happen. If you feel there is an error, please accept our sincere apology and contact  

RUACH at general@ruachmilwaukee.org or (414) 367-4890 so that we can make the necessary correction.



6815 W. Capitol Drive, Suite 302
Milwaukee, WI 53216

NON PROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE

PAID
MILWAUKEE, WI

PERMIT NO 5654

Support us! 

RUACH’s programs are made possible by the generosity 

of foundations, corporations, government entities, and 

individuals just like you. 

Consider making a tax-deductible gift to RUACH to help us 

continue to fulfill our mission and reach even more people 

with our high-impact programs.

To make a gift, visit our website; mail a check to the address 

below, made payable to RUACH; or call Executive Director, Joshua Richman, at (414) 367-4891.

Contact Us: 

RUACH Inc. 6815 W. Capitol Drive, Suite 302 Milwaukee, WI 53216-2056 

general@ruachmilwaukee.org 

Visit us at www.ruachmilwaukee.org or facebook.com/ruachmilwaukee 


